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How can Stanford create a foundation for addressing the most important,
interconnected social justice and sustainability problems of our times? Achieving
sustainability requires attending to the deep divisions and disparities that persist within
and across societies, and engaging with the interconnected histories of structural
inequities, racialized violence, and uneven impacts of environmental harms. Here, we
share our vision and progress in fostering community-engaged research on
environmental equity and sustainability, developing a 21st century environmental equity
and sustainability curriculum, and building long-term partnerships with diverse
environmental justice (EJ) communities at Stanford and beyond. With seed funding
support, our EJ Initiative has contributed to groundbreaking Stanford research,
education, and community engagement efforts across the humanities, social science,
and biophysical sciences. Highlights include partnering with Bayview Hunters Point
Community Advocates to build a robust and fully open-access research infrastructure
(oral history, documents, archives, etc.) covering toxic and radiological dumping in SF’s
historically African-American Bayview neighborhood; creating a new EJ Minor and a
wide range of EJ courses centering frontline communities; and leading a growing
cross-campus hub for intergenerational EJ collaboration through our listserv, social
media, blog series, and national and international workshops.
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